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participating in a meeting following the death of their

leader Laura Pollán in October. In July, more than 20

members of the Support Group of the Ladies in White

were detained the day before a march called by the

Ladies in White at Our Lady of the Rosary Church in

Palma Soriano, Santiago de Cuba province. Dissidents

on their way to the church were also detained and

prevented from taking part in the peaceful march.

The US embargo against Cuba
In January, the US government announced minor

changes to the embargo, allowing greater travel to

Cuba for educational, cultural, religious and

journalistic activities. In October, for the 20th

consecutive year, the UN General Assembly adopted

a resolution calling on the USA to lift its economic and

trade embargo against Cuba, in place since 1961.

UN agencies working in Cuba, such as the WHO,

UNICEF and UNFPA, continued to report the negative

effects of the US embargo on the health of the

population, particularly members of marginalized

groups. Access to specific commodities, equipment,

medicines and laboratory materials remained scarce

as a result of restrictions imposed on the importation

of items manufactured by US companies and their

subsidiaries or produced under US patents.

Amnesty International visits/reports
� The Cuban authorities have not granted Amnesty International access

to the country since 1990.

CYPRUS
REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS
Head of state and government: Demetris Christofias
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes
Population: 1.1 million
Life expectancy: 79.6 years
Under-5 mortality: 3.5 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 97.9 per cent

Hundreds of irregular migrants, including rejected
asylum-seekers, were detained for prolonged periods
in poor conditions solely due to their immigration
status.

Background
Negotiations between Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot

leaders continued on issues such as power-sharing.

In November, new legislation seeking to transpose

the EU Returns Directive into domestic law came

into force amid concern that people were languishing

in immigration detention. It set six months as the

maximum length of pre-removal immigration

detention, with extensions of up to 18 months under

certain circumstances.

In December, Parliament enacted legislation giving

powers to the Office of the Commissioner for

Administration (Ombudsperson) to act as the national

human rights institution.

Refugees, asylum-seekers and migrants
Migrants, including asylum-seekers whose claims had

been rejected, were detained in extremely poor

conditions solely due to their immigration status. The

use of unsuitable facilities, such as short-stay police

cells and two wings in Nikosia Central Prison, also

gave rise to concern. Detainees reported limited or no

access to legal assistance and health care.

In December, about 200 migrants languished in

immigration detention. Many of them had no

immediate prospects of being removed from Cyprus.

As a result, their detention appeared arbitrary,

unnecessary and therefore unlawful. The Supreme

Court ordered the release of some detainees on the

grounds that their detention had been unlawfully

prolonged. However, they were immediately re-

detained, following their release, on the same grounds

as before.
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A new immigration detention facility in Mennoia,

with capacity for 276 people, was due to begin

operation early in 2012. The EU had financed 30 per

cent of its construction.

� In December, a Tamil asylum-seeker was forcibly

returned to Sri Lanka following a negative decision by

the Reviewing Authority on his appeal against the initial

rejection of his claim. The circumstances of his forced

return gave rise to concerns that he had been denied

the opportunity to apply both for a judicial review of the

decision before the Supreme Court and for the

suspension of his deportation.

Police and security forces
There were several allegations of ill-treatment of

migrants and asylum-seekers by police.

� In July, according to reports, about 35 police officers

severely beat, threatened and verbally abused a group

of asylum-seekers detained in Larnaca police station.

One of the asylum-seekers reportedly suffered injuries

to one leg and was denied medical assistance for

several days. Investigations into the incident by the

Ombudsperson and police complaints authority were

pending at the end of the year.

Human rights defenders
Concerns were expressed by international refugee

and migrant NGOs over the prosecution of the

executive director of pro-equality NGO, KISA, after the

authorities brought criminal charges against him “for

rioting and participating in an illegal assembly”. The

charges related to events at the anti-racism Rainbow

Festival in Larnaca in November 2010, in which

participants were reportedly attacked by members of

an anti-migrant demonstration. The December

hearing was postponed until February 2012.

Amnesty International visits/reports
� Amnesty International delegates visited Cyprus in November.

CZECH REPUBLIC
CZECH REPUBLIC
Head of state: Václav Klaus
Head of government: Petr Nečas
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes
Population: 10.5 million
Life expectancy: 77.7 years
Under-5 mortality: 3.5 per 1,000

Anti-Roma demonstrations organized by “far-right”
political groups in the north led to clashes with
police. The government failed again to address
discrimination against Roma in education, despite
a European Court of Human Rights judgement.

Discrimination – Roma
In March, the Council of Europe Commissioner for

Human Rights noted that racist and anti-Roma

discourse was still common among mainstream

politicians at both national and local levels. Both the

Commissioner and the UN Committee on the Rights

of the Child expressed concerns over the perpetuation

of systemic and unlawful segregation of Romani

children from mainstream education.

Racism and violent attacks
Following tensions between Roma and non-Roma in

Nový Bydžov in the Hradec Králové region, the town’s

mayor stated in November 2010 that “citizens… want

the Roma to disappear. But… [t]he hands of the local

government are tied by the legislation”.

Representatives of the Workers’ Social Justice Party

welcomed the mayor’s statement and announced

their readiness to help the municipality. On 12 March,

the Party organized a march in Nový Bydžov. Three

Roma were attacked by the demonstrators. NGOs

expressed concerns about reports of excessive use

of force by the police against peaceful counter-

demonstrators, who attempted to create a blockade to

prevent the marchers from passing through the

predominantly Roma neighbourhood.

� In March, the High Court upheld the decision of the

Regional Court in Ostrava, which found four men guilty

of racially motivated attempted homicide and property

damage in an arson attack against a Romani family

in Vítkov in 2009. The perpetrators appealed against

the High Court decision at the Supreme Court in July. In

December, the Supreme Court rejected their appeal.
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